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Proper harvesting
will save you

It is that time of the year when the harvesting
of the second season crops starts. Across the
country, farmers will soon be harvesting cereals
and vegetables, with an eye on the Christmas
sedson markel

While the vegetables will be sold off almost
immediatety, some of the cereats will be dried and
sold later. According to research, farmers lose 30-
£0% of their produce during this period. To avoid
losses, do the fiollowing:
# Harwest only mature prodece: Immature fonds
compromize the quality of the produce
# For vegetables, stop using chemicals at least
two wooks before harvesting: Chemical residues
is one of the reasons Ugandan vegetable find it
difficult to get consistent markets in Europe.
#Think about the packaging of the vegetables:
For example, throwing tomatoes around wooden
bowes may affect their longevity. Place them in the
holding boxes gently, rather than throwing them in
# For cereals, solect a good place for drying
them: Most cereats fike maize and ground nuts
are easily affected by the deadly aflatoxin. Do not
leave them under rain, because this causes them
to rot.
#'When they are dried, store them in dry, jutty or
aerated polythene sacks as youwait for buyers.
Keap them on raised palisis.
#Keep pesis and rodents away from your produce.

Insamination experts display their certificates after the training. Insemination is good for improving animal breeds

50 TRAINED IN MODERN
ARTIFICIAL INSEMINATION

with skills in order o improve their

By Joshira Kate

0 order oo improye artificial

inseminarion in Uganda, the Mational

Genetics Fesources Centre and Daca

Bank (NACRCG & DB} has signed

a memorandum of understanding wit
U]lUSa:ﬂIﬂm Staie Uulmn]:. boih
U5-based lvesinck izatlons
 gmcue Mvestock gametcs sl
reproducton in the county. URUS means
oy In Latin,. MAGRC Is the government
b nzible fior 5

ndyrm%mmg. pearheading

“LTRLTS has vast experence in
producton, marketing, extension in

. bull

it S st
skillimg, Earmers” mainings and has had
presence in Uganda since 2008, Dr
William Fabanda from UTRUS said.

The partmership was announced
d a one-day mmal fior 50 arficial
mmmmm:lu mﬂ%‘nm?l‘alm.
Luwero and Kam districts that was
held at the M. offices in Entebibe

tecenty.

“The purpose of the parmership is
o deepen the understanding of the
peolitical, ecomomic, cultural, sedal and
ermimonmentsl (ssues that influence the
functions of the respective insinidons
and to swpport the livesock denel
agenda ApPTOPCiale Segments
af the various livestock value chains,™
Dir Jackzon Mubiro, who reprezened
MAGRC sald at the walning, sald.

The partnership Iz also aimed at
promoting interest in and adoption
of appropriate livesiock management
technologies awch as ardficial
inzemination and good genetics, through
oufreach and research insttutions
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“Farmers have lozta lot of money,

paying for more than v falled services
which not wasEtes

Effa]a:l brmgmﬂ delays ﬁ

benafits such s evenoe,” Mubir said.

Apcording o Uganda Bureau of
Statigtics, the country has shout 2.7 milllon
improed dalry carle kept under both free
Tange and zern grmm_&;].ﬂtama Farmers
are o mrming o al Insemination
to fertlise them. On a
Earmier spends ahlEDjm&:d%lgm
sasEiom,

The participants were also tanght the
importance of recond keeping tn arificlal
Insemminaton.

“You no ire: bl wiith
mﬂasmkuih?ﬂ-pmparmmmrda of your
animals. You can use apps on your smart
phones o effectvely keap Df].:lur

I:m.'d Erlhuwm dalﬁ

Kju:‘agawm the best farmer the Vision
Group compettion of 2015.
The best ralness, selected through
demorsiradons and inerpretaton of ey
of the wiere svarded
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the MACRCE DB boand members.
“If Nwestock breeding had a key that
E?am it, then It 13 artifidal iInsemination.
ome farmers are adopting . Go owt
there and help farmera
Lhntrg;amﬂu:pa:n that i

G000 GERETICS KEY
Kabanda relteraned the
I of good genedes
in the development of te
livestock sechor.
.
couniries have not
developing their genetics,
They ane always looking for
an animal that prooduces

Friesian cattle are
goind milkers

miore than others. This is the nd of
congstency that we are encoutaging in
u " he eald.

r the last few years, Uganda has
mecorded a dgnificant inoesse 0 avetage
milk producton per cowe Chrle Mageal, a
dalry farmer says geting the best milking
breed mles dme becauss it imohes
gradual hmﬁ;.mntnfgﬂmﬂinuad
COWE 1Sing genetics so that they
perform better than the previous one.
“¥e now have cows that produce over
20 lires daily and we are worldng at
imiprosing s even further,” be zald.

SNHAT IS ARTIHAAL
INSEMMINATION?

Chrisiopher Ssentamu, one of the
artificial insamination technicians
wWho attanded the training, s3sd
the techmolgy involves collecting
semen from bulks, storing and
Drocessig before it is manually
introdeeced into the female cows
that are on heat

Artificial insemination Doosts
eifscient utidlisatson of sperms of
good genes. i 3 bull mounts a oo,
it releazes millsoans of speErms and
yEt only One or two are reguired
Tor fertd@isation. In artificsal
insemanation, only reouinred
amounts are released.

Liseng artifscial
FEEmnation is

also cheaper in the
kong run because a
farmer does not
nawve to maint3sn
expensive ulls
on the farm.

It loamers thie
possibility of
disease spread
from bulll Eo oo,
among others.




